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Sentence in 
killing upsets 
store clerk’s 
family, friends 


Real estate agent who ran 
over Seth Hansen will 
serve no more than 8 years 


By Topp COOPER 
WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER 


Judge Peter Bataillon said he’s 
heard one question consistently 
since he began presiding over the 
Jan. 7 case of a former real estate 
agent who ran over a convenience 
store clerk, killing him. 

Did Dirk Blume really kill Seth 
Hansen because Hansen refused 
to sell him a tin of tobacco? 

Hansen’s refusal to sell — he 
had already closed the Speedee 
Mart near 138th Street and West 
Maple Road — was indeed the gen- 
esis of the dispute. 

But the confronta- 
tion was more com- 
plicated than that, 
Bataillon said Mon- 
day as he sentenced 
Blume, 46, to 11 to 
a 16 years in prison. 
Dirk Blume had faced up 
Blume to 70 years in prison. 

In imposing the 
sentence — which, under state law, 
will have Blume eligible for parole 
in 5% years and released in eight 
years — Bataillon made the rare 
move of playing the surveillance 
video of Hansen’s death. 

The video was grainy and hard 
to dissect. Nevertheless, the judge 
said, it showed that Hansen’s death 
was manslaughter — somewhere 
between a calculated murder and 
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Report on 
youth isolation 
concerns 
lawmaker 


Length of confinements 
to rooms at Nebraska 
juvenile facilities varies 


By MARTHA STODDARD 
WORLD-HERALD BUREAU 


LINCOLN — Nebraska juvenile 
facilities confined youths alone 
in their rooms nearly 2,400 times 
during the past year, according to 
a report released Monday. 

The total included cases where 
juveniles spent more than a month 
on room restriction and cases where 
youngsters were confined so staff 
could do head counts and training. 

The report from Julie Rogers of 
the Office of Inspector General of 
Nebraska Child Welfare was the 
state’s first attempt to collect in- 
formation about room confinement 
practices in Nebraska. 

Confining juveniles alone in 
their rooms is a concern because 
research shows that it can exacer- 
bate mental illness and the risk of 
suicide, and also increase a youth’s 
risk to reoffend. 

“Isolation for a very long time 
period can be very harmful,” Rog- 
ers said. “National standards agree 
that juvenile room confinement 
should be used only as a last resort 
to ensure safety, be time-limited 
and be closely monitored.” 

State Sen. Patty Pansing Brooks 
of Lincoln, who sponsored legisla- 
tion calling for the report, said the 
findings make clear that more leg- 
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Fun makes a comeback 


in OPS kinderg 


By Erin Durry 
WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER 


In a cozy little nook lined with 
pillows, behind a makeshift stage 
that welcomes onlookers to the 
“puppet show,” four kindergart- 
ners are putting their own twist on 
a recent lesson. 

Equipped with hand puppets and 
language aped from their teachers 
(“Hands up, voices quiet,” kinder- 
gartner Isabella Cortez-Jimenez in- 
structs her classmates), the children 
have chosen to use their free time in 
school to ... play more school. 

At Liberty Elementary, and oth- 
er Omaha schools, kindergartners 
like Isabella, Alivia Rafiner, Ah- 
mad Rab and Jordyn Davis typi- 
cally get an hour each day to play 
school, or get their hands dirty in 
a tub of green sand, or pretend to 
run a restaurant that serves plastic 


Teachers watch over 
purposeful play as kids 
learn by doing what 
they do best 


roast chickens. 

It’s part of a movement in Oma- 
ha Public Schools led by kindergar- 
ten teachers like Luisa Palomo who 
contend that play is a powerful 
teaching tool. And it shows the pen- 
dulum swinging back to kindergar- 
ten classrooms of old that devoted 
plenty of time to both finger paint- 
ing and learning shapes. 

As the group of children assigns 
roles — two will be teachers, two 
will be students — dual-language 
kindergarten teacher Emma Dobson 
drops by to observe and interject 


artens 


with a few prompts and questions in 
Spanish. But she largely leaves them 
be to flex their imagination. 

With the help of a tiger hand 
puppet named Mr. Francos, Jordyn 
embarks on his lesson. What hap- 
pens when you get mad? He asks 
Ahmad. What if your brother takes 
one of your toys? 

“I feel really, really mad and get 
frustrated and that means I take 
belly breaths and I do them 100 
times,” Ahmad answers. 

Dobson realizes they’re parrot- 
ing a recent lesson delivered by a 
school counselor, but breaking it 
down into familiar scenarios and 
using kid-friendly language. 

The driving forces behind an 
OPS initiative called Transform- 
ing Kindergarten acknowledge 
that, yes, kids need to learn their 
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At top, kindergartners Brittany Vidal Mendoza, left, and Leila Lopez get into some green sand at Liberty Elementary in 
downtown Omaha. OPS kindergarten teachers are encouraged to devote an hour each day to play, in addition to recess. 


In email to colleagues, she 
cites Sen. Shelby’s criticism 
of his fellow Alabamian 


A top Nebraska Republican leaves 
post over RNC’s support of Moore 


Joyce Simmons 

The retired Valentine 
orthodontist was 
elected national 
committeewoman in 
2012. Nebraska’s 
GOP will replace her 


Five defining games for 2017 Nebraska volleyball 


An early season loss, three big conference wins and a huge NCAA 
tourney road victory set the stage for a third straight final four. Sports 
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MATT GOINS FOR THE WORLD-HERALD 


By Joseph Morton 
WORLD-HERALD BUREAU 


WASHINGTON — Today’s Ala- 
bama Senate election has sent fis- 
sures through the GOP, divisions so 
strong they drove a top Nebraska 
Republican to quit her party post. 

National Committeewoman 
Joyce Simmons indicated that her 
resignation — submitted to Repub- 
lican National Committee Chair 
Ronna McDaniels on Friday — was 
prompted by the RNC’s decision to 
support Republican Roy Moore in 
the Senate race. 

Simmons is not the only Ne- 


in January. 


braska Republican objecting to 
Moore’s candidacy. Both of the 
state’s U.S. senators had called for 
Moore to drop out of the race. 

Simmons declined a World-Her- 
ald request for an interview, but in 
a Monday morning email to other 
Republican officials, she wrote: 

“I strongly disagree with the re- 
cent RNC financial support direct- 
ed to the Alabama Republican Par- 
ty for use in the Roy Moore race. 
There is much I could say about 
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